[Prognostic significance of diagnostic delay in carcinoma of the endometrium: our experience].
Although endometrial carcinoma is characterized by a precocious symptomatology, in 28.4-22.6% of cases at the time of diagnosis it is found to be at clinical stage higher than I. In the present study the diagnostic delay is related to the stage of disease. Our data suggest that diagnostic delay can cause a higher risk of advanced-stage disease; all the cases of stage III and IV disease, in fact, were diagnosed after more than 7 months. Diagnostic delay was also directly related to depth of myometrial invasion; the mean diagnostic delay was significantly shorter in patients with stage I disease and superficial myometrial invasion (3.92 vs 8.76 months) (p < 0.001). Therefore, diagnostic delay is directly related to well-established prognostic variables as well as to clinical stage and depth of myometrial invasion.